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At Huddersfield in 1876, out of 1,000 members all but 105 belonged
to the working class and these were bookkeepers and clerks.
By 1862 the popularity of lectures was waning, largely because
funds were not available to pay the fees of really able lecturers.
Where a sufficient number of lecturers who would give voluntary
service could not be obtained, the lecture was replaced by the Penny
Reading. The latter seems to have originated at Ipswich in 1859
and was often given by members of the elocution class connected
with the Institute. There was evidently no lack of fluent and expres-
sive readers, since the readings became very popular and continued
to attract audiences until the growing numbers of literates produced
by the elementary schools rendered such readings superfluous.
The Mechanics' Institutes had been intended for artisans and
skilled workers, but many supporters of the movement wished to
attract unskilled workmen. It was obvious that if this scheme was
to be successful the form of instruction given to the latter would
have to be of a more popular character. This desire led to the
establishment of the Lyceums. In these institutions there were
reading and news rooms and libraries, whilst the lecture pro-
gramme was of a type that had a wider appeal than the work of the
Mechanics' Institutes. Discussions, concerts, and recreations, were
added as additional attractions. The charges for admission were
low and both men and women were welcomed. It was hoped that
the social attractions would draw many people from the beer-houses
and gin-palaces. The effort was not very successful. Many of
those in charge of the Lyceums were too impatient with the pro-
gramme offered and tried to make it more intellectual and an
approximation to that of the Mechanics' Institute. The class of
people it was hoped might be induced to attend preferred the public
houses and the singing-rooms, and the Lyceums never attained the
influence of the Mechanics' Institutes.
The upper and middle classes were not to be left out of the
scheme of adult education. It was hoped to cater for them by the
establishment of Athenaeums. The attractions of these institutions
were on a more lavish scale. The main feature was the library
and the courses of public lectures which were often delivered by
eminent men of the literary and scientific worlds. On the social
side the soiree was the great attraction. It was often organised on
a grand scale and gave opportunities for listening to music and for
social intercourse. According to the drawings in Punch of that
period, it was the latter which proved the greater attraction. For a